
Croeso, Vítejte, Dobro pozhalovat', Tere tulemast, Witajcie, dobrodošli na, 
Vitajte, Welcome! 

 

To Pen-y-Gelli for what promises to be a fantastic week of international Twenty20 
cricket. 
It is an exciting time for European cricket and everyone at Carmel & District 
Cricket Club is honoured to play a role in helping to advance the game in 
countries where the game is developing. 
Of course, that is not to say that cricket in participating nations is a recent 
phenomenon. In fact the majority of the teams taking part have a varied and 
interesting history. 
Cricket was, after all, played in Russia and Croatia in the 1800s and Carmel did 
not come into existence until over a century later! 
In fact if you are reading this programme and are not connected with the club you 
are probably wondering how on earth Carmel became involved in European 
cricket. 
Well, it started two years ago when inspired by Harry Thompsonôs superb 
Penguins Stopped Play (and bored of cricket in the UK) I decided to take a 
Carmel Guest XI on a tour of Estonia, Russia, Latvia and Finland. 
The groundbreaking tour put Carmel on the world cricket map as we became the 
first Welsh village team to record a victory over a national team when we beat 
Latvia in Riga. 
And that is a bona fide fact ï itôs on wikipedia so it must be. 
We also made history when we became the first ever team to tour Moscow ï 
even the MCC have not made it that far east.  
Likewise no team had visited St Petersburg for an organised game of cricket 
since the communist revolution. Vladivostok in 2009 anyone? 
Such was the warmth, hospitality and love of cricket in those countries that it was 
proposed that we host our own tournament inviting back some of the countries 
we toured and also some fresh opponents. 
Likewise permission was sought from the International Cricket Council (ICC 
Europe) who gave their full support for the event. 
And so the inaugural Carmel European Twenty20 cricket tournament was born. 
So fingers crossed we have a superb week of cricket and that arch nemesis of 
the cricketer (I dare not speak its name) does not decide to put a dampener on 
things. 
As the son of minister I occasionally ask the old man to have a word with his 
mate upstairs so hopefully it will be heatwave for the week. 
So enjoy the skill, guile and big-hitting of Twenty20 cricket with a European 
flavour! 
 

Timothy Abraham 
Carmel EuroTwenty20 organiser



Chairman’s welcome 
 
It gives me great pleasure as chairman of Carmel & District Cricket Club to 
extend a warm welcome to players, coaching staff and supporters of Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Poland, Russia and Slovakia. 
Likewise if you are a player representing the Cricket Board of Wales or just a 
casual spectator we hope you enjoy your visit to our ground. 
Inevitably there has been an endless list of people who have worked their socks 
off over the past few months to make this event happen. 
There are honestly too many to mention but those on the Carmel committee 
deserve particular praise for the endeavour in helping to pull off such an 
ambitious project. 
I hope that each of you will find a moment in the tournament ï perhaps a 
majestic six by a Slovakian opener, or a great diving by an Estonian fielder ï 
which will make you realise that those days of graft have been worthwhile. 
This tournament is a great not just for Carmel but also for the North Wales region 
as a whole. To my knowledge there has never been a full international cricket 
match staged in North Wales and this week we will have 18 of them!! 
When ICC Europe come to listing potential destinations to host tournaments in 
the future I am confident with the facilities, locations and hospitality North Wales 
can offer we will be considered a great choice. 
Finally Iôd like to offer a special thanks to all our sponsors for their generosity, 
which has enabled us to cover the accommodation costs of the participating 
nations. 
Without their help and support we would not have been able to stage such a 
prestigious event. 
Enjoy a great week of Twenty20 cricket! 
 
Charlie Bass 
Carmel & District CC chairman 

Thanks to Steve óScooterô Jones & family for 
their support of the tournament  
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Captain’s Comments 
 
Let me start by saying this is a welcome note I thought Iôd never be writing! A 
year or so ago Iôd never even entertained the idea of playing against European 
national team, then the tour took place and suddenly we find ourselves hosting a 
unique tournament. It suddenly became apparent that not only would I be playing 
international cricket, Iôd also be captaining the team! 
Despite the nervous sleepless nights and inevitable selection headaches (where 
have all these players appeared from?) itôs a great honour for me to be able to 
lead the club at this very special chapter in our history, and hopefully I can be 
remembered as the skipper who keeps the inaugural EuroTwenty20 trophy in 
North Wales. 
Iôd like to extend my thanks to those that have got the tournament this far ï a lot 
of hard work in all areas has already gone in, and will doubtlessly continue 
throughout the tournament. 
Iôd also like to wish all the other teams the best of luck, and hope that the 
tournament is played in the true spirit of cricket.  Finally Iôm keeping my fingers 
crossed that the North Wales weather, which is notoriously ñvariableò, does us 
proud! 
  
Danny Oliver 
Carmel & District CC captain 
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The Teams 
 

Czech Republic 
The Czech Cricket Union was formed and 
 became an Affiliate Member of the  
International Cricket Council (ICC)  
in 2000 - just three years after Prague CC  
was established. 
Less than a year later, Czech Republic travelled to Ljubljana Cricket Club's 
Valburga ground for their first ever international match against Slovenia, in July 
2001. The two-day match between the two countries ended in victory for the 
home side, but it was an important step in the move towards regular international 
cricket. 
The Czech Republic staged a tournament, which also involved Slovakia and 
Poland in 2004, at their Vypich ground and also faced Austria twice in 2006. 
They had been scheduled to take part in Division Four of the 2006 ICC European 
Championships but were forced to postpone their involvement. 
To enable Czech cricket to develop, regular matches to be played and also meet 
criteria to compete in official ICC events, the four-team Czech Cricket Union 
league was launched in 2005 and won by Prague CC in its first season. 
As popularity of the game grew the number of teams increased and the spread of 
the game reached the cities of Ostrava and Brno. The Czech Cricket Union 
Trophy league now boasts seven teams: Prague CC, Vinohrady CC, Prague 
Barbarians CC,  Medics CC, Brno CC, Ostrava CC and Prague Bohemians CC. 
 
The future - ICC European Championships 2009 
Cricket in the Czech Republic is thriving. They have a strong domestic league 
and although the game is a relatively new sport the number of cricketers in the 
country is estimated at over a thousand. 
Off the pitch the game is being developed and through coaching, competitions 
and community education, which has seen cricket gain an increasing number of 
Czech players. 
The national team will make their debut in the 2009 European Championship 
which would give them an official ICC world ranking and put them on the first 
rung of the world cricket ladder. 
 
Magda Pokuldova - Czech cricket pioneer 
The Prague and Czech sides are unusual in that they contain a few of the best 
women players. The most notable is Magda Pokuldova, a left-handed bat and 
left-arm medium-paced bowler.  Pokuldova also played for the Somerset 
womenôs team 
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The Teams - Estonia 
 
Early beginnings - rapid progress 
Remarkable progress has been made in the  
short history of cricket in Estonia from the gameôs  
introduction in 1998. 
The roots of cricket in Estonia are traced to an  
Estonian ñLittle Kò who fell in love with the game  
after he went backpacking around Australia.  
He helped to establish the game in Estonia with an Indian restaurant owner who 
settled in the country called Anil. 
Matches were played in the middle of a horse-racing track - the Tallinn 
Hippodrome - in the countryôs capital. An artificial wicket was added to enable a 
truer bounce while batting. The outfield was also improved and it is still Estonia's 
main ground today. 
Current president Jason Barry, who has played cricket in no less than 128 
different countries and territories, arrived in the country in 1999 and helped found 
the Estonian Cricket Association. 
 
Estonia Cricket Association - development 
Since their formation the Estonia national team have hosted a number of touring 
teams including the MCC, Lordôs Taverners and Sir Tim Rice and his team the 
Heartaches. 
They have also played international matches against Finland and neighbours 
Latvia and had even been scheduled to face the Netherlands in friendly 
international but the match was cancelled at the last moment. Carmel & District 
CC visited Tallinn to face Estonia in July 2007.  
 
Estonia Cricket League - a step in the right direction 
The Estonian Cricket League was formed in 2007 and is contested by Kalev 
Cricket Club, Reval Cricket Club, Tallinn Cricket Club and Old Boys Cricket Club. 
Although the ECL is currently comprised of four teams in one division, with 
fixtures played on a round robin basis, there are plans to expand the league up to 
eight teams in the next four years.  
The ECL provides the pool of players from which the Estonia national cricket 
team are picked and players must be attached to a club team before they are 
eligible for selection to the national side. 
 
Founding fathers - Real Ice Cricket 
While the development of the game in Estonia in the summer is a making sound 
progress the country are at the forefront of another unique variant of the game - 
real ice cricket. 
The rules of the game remain the same except the pitch is replaced by a 
smoothed ice and the outfield is ice with fresh snow. 
The Ice Cricket World Championships are held annually on a frozen lake on the 
outskirts of Tallinn.  
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The Teams - Slovakia 
 
Vladimir Chudacik - a true cricket pioneer 
The history of cricket in Slovakia is fairly recent and the birth, growth and future  
of the game in the country will forever be indebted to one man - Vladimir 
Chudacik. 
Chudacik joined a football club while he studied English in Gloucestershire in 
1997 and when the summer came and the footballers turned from football to play 
cricket he joined in. Chudacik joined Frampton Cricket Club where he learned the 
game and went on their end-of-season tour to Mallorca. 
When he returned to Slovakia Chudacik was shocked to find that cricket did not 
exist in the country so he decided to establish the game in the country. Chudacik 
began the process of establishing the Slovakiaôs first ever cricket club in his 
home village of Hajske near Nitra. 
Chudacik knocked on the doors of the 1,300 residents in the village and 
persuaded members of his football club to give cricket a try. The early games 
used one bat, wickets which Chudacik had carved himself and agreement with 
the local football club for using the ground. The plan was to play cricket with 
anyone interested but with a particular emphasis on introducing children to the 
game. 
 
Cricket Slovakia - development 
In 2000 the Slovak Cricket Club was formed and Chudacik obtained the basic 
equipment from his friends at Frampton to enable the games to be improved and 
move closer to the traditional game. Unlike many of the European countries the 
game in Slovakia was developed by an indigenous member of that country rather 
than expatriates from a Test-playing nation. 
 
Early internationals - first international victory 
A year after Cricket Slovakia was founded the team began to play their first 
matches against formal opposition. Chudacik led a side into their first match was 
against Prague Cricket Club at their Vypich Ground in June 2002 and although 
they suffered a 56-run defeat it was a positive debut by the side.   
 
The future 
The development of cricket in Slovakia is nothing short of remarkable and is 
example of what the dedication and determination of what one man can achieve. 
Less than a decade after the game was first introduced there are 20 native 
players and around 20 expatriates who play the game regularly in the county. 
Chudacik is keen to expand the game to the rest of the county and establish the 
sport alongside ice-hockey and football which are the most popular sports in the 
county. If the endeavours of the past decade are anything to go by, especially 
with the indigenous population, the future of cricket in Slovakia is in safe hands. 
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The Teams - Poland  
 
Early development - Warsaw Cricket Club 
Warsaw Cricket Club was founded in 1995 and  
comprised mainly of expatriates from major  
Test-playing nations. 
Tentative steps to entice other Poles through Warsaw 
publications and social events arranged by the club also 
took place while Jim Cotterill from the MCC, visited Warsaw to help coach Poles. 
The club played its games during the summer at the Promenada Country Club 
which brought Poles into contact with game at the clubôs riverside ground.  The 
ground, which had a pitch of hessian matting, is on two hectares with a setting of 
trees, a field and the river itself, flowing just 500metres from the outfield. 
 
Early internationals  
Warsaw CC claimed victory in its first international match against Prague CC at 
its Promenada Country Club ground in 1998 in what was loosely dubbed the first 
international between the two countries. 
In 2000 Warsaw CC took part in the Austrian Cricket Association knockout trophy 
competition. At full strength, in what was then Poland's sole cricket club, Warsaw 
scored victories on successive days against strong opposition, match hardened 
by regular fixtures in the Austrian Cricket Association League. 
Despite reaching the semi-finals, the familiar problem of player availability 
wrecked their chances. 
 
Polish Cricket Association -  
Marcin Pospieszny helped found Lubuskie CC with friends from the Skwierzyna 
and Miedzyrzecz area of Lubuskie and with Polonia CC alongside Warsaw 
CC they made up the new Polish Cricket Association (PCA) in 2002. 
Polonia CC - which consists only of players who are eligible for the national team 
on ICC eligibility criteria - played two indoor matches against Berlin CC in 
February 2004. 
The Polish national team played their first international matches against Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic in Prague in July 2004. Poland lost both matches but 
gained useful experience as well as coverage in the media. 
 
The future - investment in youth 
The PCA have placed an emphasis on developing the game among the young 
and have developed a cricket equipment lending programme where they lend 
Kwik Cricket equipment to primary schools and youth groups throughout Poland.  
Kwik Cricket is now played on a regular basis by several primary schools in 
Poland with the majority located in the Lubuskie region. 
The game is still very young in Poland and it is hoped the Carmel EuroTwenty20 
will encourage Poles in the UK to come along, get involved in the game and 
hopefully continue to play if they return to their homeland in the near future. 
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The Teams – Russia 
  
Early beginnings - the British Victorians 
Cricket has a long and interesting history in  
Russia and the game was first played in the  
country by British expats in St Petersburg as  
early as the 1870s.  
In 1875 the British residents challenged the officers and crew of the Prince of 
Walesô Royal Yacht Osbourne, during its visit to the city. By 1880 cricket was 
reasonably well established and soon afterwards an annual match was started 
between British diplomats and merchants and the British managers and foremen 
of the textile mills. 
 
Demise - the communist years 
The Russian revolution of 1917 put paid to the development of cricket in Russia 
as communism swept through the country and the sport was seen as distinctly 
ñbourgeoisò Western game and was not encouraged. 
St Petersburg, which had been the spiritual home of the game in the country, 
was the epicentre of the revolution and as the British left the game quickly 
disappeared. 
 
Rebirth - the fall of communism 
Mikhail Gorbachev became leader of the Soviet Union in 1985 and his policy of 
glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) meant the Russia's 
relationship with the west became less contrite. The result of this was that the 
game in the 1990s was reborn on an organised footing in the capital Moscow. 
There were enough players attached to the embassies of the United Kingdom, 
Australia, New Zealand, India and Pakistan for matches to take place on a 
regular basis. 
A seminal moment was after the fall of communism in the summer of 2000 that 
the Moscow International Cricket League was inaugurated with four teams. 83 
years after the 1917 revolution and league cricket returned to Russia. 
Matches were played at the Dynamo Sports Stadium - home of the Dynamo 
Moscow football club - with some games even staged under floodlights!  
 
United Cricket League of Russia - a step in the right direction 
The Moscow International Cricket League developed into the United Cricket 
League of Russia (UCLR) and games moved from the Dynamo Sports Stadium 
to the Moscow International Baseball Stadium which proved more suitable for 
cricket purposes. 
The stadium is overlooked by the striking gothic spire of Moscow State University 
and rivals Worcestershire's New Road in terms of its spectacular backdrop. 
In the summer of 2007 Carmel & District CC became the first touring side to play 
against a Russia national team made of UCLR players in Moscow. Russia 
claimed a crushing five-wicket victory over Carmel. 
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The Teams – Croatia 
 
Early development - Sir William Hoste 
The first game of cricket to be played in Croatia was in the  
1815 on the Island of Vis where Sir William Hoste, the  
then governor, introduced the sport after Great Britain  
defeated Napoleon and gained a presence on the  
Dalmatian coast. 
The game died out in the country and on the island until the late 1990s but it was 
not until 2003 that Hosteôs cricket legacy was brought back to life on Vis. 
Vis winemaker Oliver Roki restarted the game on the island and the Sir William 
Hoste Kriket Klub was born and played their first match against The Saumar 
Strays CC, a team from the Loire Valley in France and chaired by none other 
than Sir Mick Jagger.  
 
Rebirth - Zagreb CC 
Croatia has a strong link with Australia and a number of people emigrated to 
'Down Under' but still maintained the connection with their mother county. The 
collapse of communism saw some Australian-Croats return to Croatia after the 
Bosnian war ended, bringing their love for cricket with them. 
The rebirth of cricket in Croatia happened after a club was set in the capital of 
neighbouring Slovenia - Ljubljana CC - in 1998 and not to be outdone Zagreb CC 
was founded soon after. 
The club eventually built their own ground in 2002 - the Zagreb Oval - based in 
the Jarun area of the city, and was opened thanks to the hard work of several 
enthusiasts and the generosity of the Frankopan family and the ICC. 
 
Croatia Cricket Board - ICC Affiliate Member status 
Ivan Bilic and Robert Dumancic from Zagreb CC laid the foundations for the 
Croatia Cricket Board and the national team was formed, playing itôs first 
tournament in August 2000 at the inaugural European Representative festival 
where they finished as runners up. 
The ICC awarded Croatia Affiliate Member status in 2001 and it competed in the 
ICC Europe Championships competition in 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2007. Croatia 
also hosted its first tournament in 2002, a tri-nation festival between the hosts, 
Slovenia and Finland. 
 
The future - ICC European Division Two Championship 2008 
Last year was a golden year for Croatian cricket. A knock of 51 from captain, 
John Vujnovich helped the national team to defeat Israel by five runs in a play-off 
in Tel Aviv to secure promotion to ICC European Division Two. 
The Division Two championships take place at the end of July 2008 in Guernsey 
and will pit Croatia against Jersey, Germany, Gibraltar, Guernsey and France. 
With the ICC Division Two tournament and the Carmel EuroTwenty20 being 
played so close together the Croatian team will include three players from 
the conquering national XI.  

 



Feature Article: Alistair Gordon’s World Rankings 
 
My interest in the playing strength of non-Test playing countries started in 2001 
when I was disappointed to find that my native Scotland had failed to qualify for 
the 2003 World Cup after losing to Canada. I was convinced that Scotland were 
the better team and was surprised when a check of the Internet revealed no 
rankings list of any cricket playing countries. 
I therefore resolved to produce one myself. The first stage was to collect all the 
results I could. Luckily, I discovered that a few people before me had already 
been collecting such scores so it only remained to work out a scoring system. I 
took the results of 100 ODIs and worked out the average winning margin in runs 
and in wickets and worked from there. I discovered that the following system 
worked well, a 1 wicket win was equivalent to a 10-run victory, two wickets=20 
runs, three wickets=30 runs, four wickets=40 runs, five wickets=50 runs, six 
wickets=60 runs, seven wickets=80 runs, eight wickets=100 runs, nine 
wickets=120 runs and 10 wickets=140 runs. I then did a large calculation using 
all the results from the 1999 World Cup until early 2002 and got basic ratings for 
each country. Luckily they made sense and since then I have added a weighting 
element to give greater prominence to the more recent results. 
To give you some examples, let us take the Carmel tour of Europe in 2007 in 
which they played Latvia, Estonia and Russia. The first task was to work out the 
strength of the opposition. Only Estonia had played in the previous 4 years and 
had a rating of ï180. Carmel lost by four wickets so scored ï40 giving them a 
rating of ï220 (ie ï40 ï180), incidentally, enough to theoretically make them 
ranked 94 in the world out of 103 rated teams if Carmel were a country! So when 
Russia beat them by five wickets (50 pts) they achieved a rating of ï220 +50=-
170 and Latvia a rating of ï220 ï30=-250 as they lost to Carmel by three wickets. 
From my tables I can tell you that Croatia are the favourites with a rating of 35, 
followed by Czech Rep. On ï96, Russia ï170, Estonia ï180,Carmel ï220 and 
Slovakia on ï234. Neither Poland or Cricket Board of Wales have played any 
ranking games though as a guide, Wales when they used to compete in the triple 
crown until 2001 had a ranking of 50 which gives you an indication of the 
strengths of the participants. 
The average ranking for this tournament is -26 (ie the average rating of the 
participants  taking into consideration no of games played in last four years, more 
recent ones being given greater prominence). 
This means that if a team does average (ie if the margin of wins and that of 
defeats balance each other out), then they will have achieved a ranking of -26 for 
this tournament which in the case of Poland will be their ranking score. Other 
teams will have this average added to their current average to give a revised 
figure. 
If a team were to win all their games by an average of 100 runs/eight wickets 
then their tournament rating would be 74 which would be enough to make a 
newcomer like Poland number 24 in the world rankings. 
Equally if a team were to lose all its games by a similar margin, then their 
tournament rating would be 200 points lower! 



This is only an approximation as it would require all teams to play each other 
once but should give you a guide of what to expect. I can send updated rankings 
lists to anyone who wishes one, please send email to me at 
cricket@blueyonder.co.uk  
These figures will only be accurate for an all play all tournament as Croatiaôs 
rating is far higher than the rest so are only for guidance (if a team doesnôt play 
Croatia then their ranking will be much lower). 
To some people statistics are the most important part of the game but I feel that 
they merely complement the artistry and excitement of a closely fought game. 
Despite my interest in my World Rankings, I still feel that without the artistry of a 
cover drive, the game would not be as fascinating as it is. 
 

A selection of Alistair’s World ODI Rankings  @ 30/4//08 
 
                                                        (1/2/08)                                (30/4/08)     
 
      TEAM 

  
  POS. 

    AVE.             
 POINTS 

         
P. 

    
W. 

  CUM 
SCORE 

  AVE. 
POINTS 

 1.  AUSTRALIA     (  1)    (303)     37  25  62330/209     298 
2.  SRI LANKA       (  2)    (266)  38  19  54019/207     261 
 3.  S.AFRICA    (  3)    (258)  40  30  53058/205     259 
 4.  NEW ZEALAND    (  4)    (255)  40  22  51587/201     257 
 5.  INDIA    (  5)    (241)  47  25  51524/204     253 
 6.  ENGLAND    (  6)    (228)  41  20  46331/203     228 
 7.  PAKISTAN    (  7)    (220)  47  29  44324/195     227 
 8  W.INDIES    (  8)    (218)  40  19  42911/195     220 
 9.  BANGLADESH    (  9)    (175)  41  17  34583/206     168 
10. ZIMBABWE    ( 11)    (161)  47  10  28487/177     161 
11. IRELAND    ( 10)    (166)  34  14  26392/166     159 
12. KENYA    ( 12)    (157)  45  27  24437/156     157 
13. HOLLAND    ( 13)    (153)  34  19  19332/126     153 
14. SCOTLAND    ( 14)    (136)  38  19  18918/139     136 
29. GERMANY    ( 30)    (  57)    9    5      972/ 17       57 
36. CROATIA    ( 36)    (  35)  16  13    1354/ 39       35 
68. CHILE     ( 68)    (--52)   16    8  --2912/ 53     --55 
77. CZECH REP.        
** 

    ( 77)    (--96)     2       0     --576/  6     --96 

89=BULGARIA         **     ( 87)   (--170)     5    0      --851/  5   --170 
89=RUSSIA                
** 

    ( 87)   (--170)     1    1      --850/  5   --170 

91. ECUADOR           
** 

    ( 89)   (--179)     2    0    --1432/  8   --179 

92. ESTONIA              
** 

    ( 90)   (--180)     1    0      --360/  2   --180 

100.BRUNEI               
** 

    ( 99)   (--325)     5    0   --3900/ 12   --325 

101. EL SALVADOR **     (100)   (--352)     4    1   --5902/ 18   --328 
102. NICARAGUA     
** 

    ( - -)   (  -  -  )     2    0   --3440/ 10   --344 

 
N.B. Poland and Slovakia are currently unranked. 
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